€alvary Lutheran €hurch

Christian Education

Sharing the Grace of God:
s free
its anconditional
(s undeserved
s for almays
it’s for evergone

Handbook
&
€lass €alendars
2011 =2012



ation S’ro f S

astor Dwg
H /‘
irstin p “in




Table of €Contents

Learning GOQlS ......cceeeeeeeeiiiiieiiiiiiiiceee e, 4-5
Learning Confinuum ............cccceeeeeeeeennnnnn.. 6
Components of the program................... 7
Church Rules & Expectations................... 8
Godly Play for Young Children & Parents............ 9

(Preschool)

Wednesday SChoOl ......ceeeeiiiiiiieiiiiiiiinn 10
(3 years — 5th grades)
3
Pre-Confirmation/C.LI.C.K...ccovvveveeeeennn.n. 11

(6t & 7t grades)

CoNnfIMATION ... 12
(8th & 9t grades)

High School Youth......eeeeviiiiiiiiiieee 13
(10th - 12th grades)

Outdoor Programs/Camps/Trips............... 14

MiSSION PrOJECT ...uvvveeveieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 15



Learning Goals

1. Help All Ages To Become Better Disciples Of Christ:

In baptism all are called by God to BE disciples (students). This goal is that the
congregation assists the baptized to know that they are loved unconditionally by God
and, as adopted children of God, continue on life's journey to become better disciples
(children) of God; born again every day as they “remember their baptism” and “grow in
Grace™.

2. Teach The Building Blocks Of Discipleship:

Because God's self-revelation is in the Bible, a starting point for increased discipleship is
that all baptized get to know the Bible: stories about God's relationship with all
creation and the stories about Jesus’ Life, Suffering, Death and Resurrection. This goall
thus stresses additional, Biblical teachings such as the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
Prayer and the whole meaning of God's Revelation so that all may know what God
expects of them as faithful disciples.

3. To Know Who Jesus Is:

God is best known to us in Jesus and we are called to be disciples of Jesus. Through
stories and personal witnessing, our goal is to help the baptized understand who Jesus is
(God in human form and life) and what Jesus has done (saved us from our sin and given
us eternal life) and what Jesus expects of us (to follow His examples). The goal is to
lead the baptized into a personal relationship with Jesus as Lord.

4. To Learn The Meaning And Purpose Of The Church:

This goal is to assist the baptized in an appreciation of Christ's Church as God’s family
on earth — from its beginning with the first disciples (the Book of Acts) through its history
and the formation of sub-families (Denominations), including the Lutheran emphasis. In
the latter case, this will include Luther’s Life and the history of the Lutheran Church in
the United States down to our own Congregation, Synod, and ELCA; plus our present
relationship with Christians throughout the world.



5. To Learn What It Means To Be A Christian:

With the use of Luther's Small Catechism, the baptized will be helped to compare
Luther's application of the Gospel to their own life in this time and place. Emphasis will
be placed upon the

Creeds and the Sacraments as starting points for living out Christian values expressed in
the Ten Commandments and the Life of Jesus. This goal seeks to establish loving
relationships among all baptized; creating Christian community and opportunities for
Christian service within and outside the Church.

6. Help All To Celebrate Their Christian Faith:

While relationships and service are essential elements of faith, there is also need to
rejoice in what God has given us. This goal helps the baptized in prayer, praise, and
thanksgiving to find the joy that God gives us. Whatever can help us in that should be
used to assist all in both personal and corporate worship of God. Such items as
“liturgy”, Church year, music, etc. will be presented as items to increase Celebration
and also as a means for personal witnessing and service.

7. Provide an Integrated Christian Learning System:
This system incorporates and integrates the following elements:

W orship
O utreach
L. earning
F ellowship.

The WOLF system is based on ritual (Worship) and offers opportunity to practice
(Outreach) and study (Learning) one’s faith in a relationally-based environment
(Fellowship).

Building relationships is at the heart and center of this system. Faith transformation and
faith formation happens in relationships between the student and an impact person
(guide, mentor, teacher, pastor, sponsor, etc.) Jesus discipled the twelve, the twelve
discipled twelve more and soon there were disciples all over the world. Faith is passed
on from one person to another. These impact relationships transform!



Learning Continuum

In baptism we promised...

...to faithfully bring this child to the services of God’s house, and teach him or
her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As the child grows in
years, you should place in his or her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for instruction
in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of Baptism and in communion with the
Church, the child may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.

The foundations of faith are taught through the learning continuum. The following is a
plan made by the Learning Committee to do what we promised to do at baptism:

PRESCHOOL - 5TH GRADE - Children will learn about Jesus, the Bible, Lord's
Prayer, Seasons of the Church Year, Holy Communion, Holy Baptism, Apostles’
Creed and Psalm 23.

6th- 7th GRADE - The focus of the Pre-Confirmation (formerly “Saints in Action”)
program is on helping middle-schoolers live their lives as Christians, in part by
working together to emulate the principles of generosity, tolerance and
compassion. A brand new curriculum includes interactive power-point
presentations, games, skits and activities geared specifically to reach this age
group.

8th- 9th GRADE - Confirmation students learn what they need to know, in order
to tell those around them what they believe and how they will live as a Christian.
This education is accomplished through small-group instruction, mission
opportunities and fellowship events. Being Lutheran: Living Grace...Sharing
Faith with emphasis on Luther’s Small Catechism will be studied for the 2011-2012
school year.

10t- 12t GRADE - High School Youth grows as a Christian family through
gatherings on Wednesday evenings, fellowships, summer youth trips, ski trips,
mission work and many leadership opportunities.




Components of the program

CURRICULUM

Calvary Lutheran Church has chosen to be an enrichment center for youth and
family. Hence, one of the desires is to develop innovative Christian
programming that addresses the needs of today’s youth and families. Each
year, those needs are carefully reviewed and curriculum is adjusted as needed.
A large portion of the curriculum has been written by Calvary members.

VOLUNTEERS

Calvary Lutheran utilizes congregationally-based ministry throughout all aspects
of our programs. The education offerings depend solely on the participation of
parents, grandparents and other volunteers that share their time and talents
with our youth. Volunteers are fully supported by the staff at Calvary. Your
involvement in the Christian development of our children is necessary and
important. Please consider volunteering as a teacher, a guide, a mentor, or for
a special event or summer activity!

BACKGROUND CHECKS

Calvary Lutheran Church values the safety of children in our care, the people
whom we serve and our employees and volunteers. We want to take prudent
measures to try to protect people from potential harm. Therefore, the Church
has implemented a policy on background checks for our pastors, staff and any
volunteers who have regular contact with children or other vulnerable persons.

SUPPLY ROOM

We work hard to keep the supply room current and up to date. Periodically we
ask for donations of supplies or money to purchase supplies. Please help us out

by putting things away and be being good stewards of our supplies. The Supply
Room is located on the first floor at the southwest corner of the building.



Church Rules & Expectations

BEHAVIOR & DISCIPLINE

Inappropriate and unruly behavior of any kind is not tolerated at Calvary
Lutheran Church. Any discipline problems will be handled directly between the
teacher/Calvary staff member and the student and subsequently their
parent(s)/guardian if necessary. The first fime a student requires discipline, the
teacher/staff member will inform that student. A second occurrence will result in
a phone call to the parent. If the problem persists a third time, the
parent/guardian will be requested to pick up their student for the day.

At Calvary we...

M do not use cell phones in class or worship
M  walk M speak softly
M respect property M treat others kindly

Treat God’s House better than your own house!




Godly Play fo- voung Children & Parents

WHO? Young children & their parents/grandparents
WHEN? Sundays 9:15-10 am Bi-monthly

Each Godly Play session uses sensorial objects to help make the story come alive. The
® story is followed by activities (which each child or

;‘K-’x- o family can choose), snack, music and prayers—all
"‘ ! done in a casual, comfortable setting.
Please note that children enrolled in the Wednesday
*‘. program are encouraged to also participate in this

i Sunday program with their family.
. pla : _ y prog y
: 7‘

o™ M k Check the website or call 342-9043 for
' Godly Play class dates!

Prior to each Godly Play class, reminder notices will be sent to

participating families.

Special Events;

CHILDREN SING Wednesday, October 26
6:30 pm worship

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE Wednesday, December 14
6:30 pm worship service

CHILDREN SING Wednesday, April 25
6:30 pm worship



Wednesday School

WHO? Preschool (3 years) - 5" Grade
WHEN? Wednesday

Session 1 5:00 - 5:45 pm

Session 2 5:30-6:15 pm
This program will include music, Augsburg-Spark curriculum designed to activate
faith, the mission project, Christian learning continuum and library time. Kathy
Stensgaard will lead music for all grades from 5:30 — 5:45 in the Sanctuary.

Sept 21 Adam & Eve Jan 11 NO CLASS
Sept 28 The First Sin Jan 18 John the Baptfist
Oct 5 Baby Moses Jan 25 Jesus in Nazareth
Oct 12 David is Chosen Feb 1 The Disciples
Oct 19 Solomon's Temple Feb 8 Four Friends
Oct 26 Naaman is Healed Feb 15 10 Men Healed
Nov 2 Queen Esther Feb 22 NO CLASS
Nov 9 Daniel & The Lions Feb 29 The Prodigal Son
Nov 16 A Ruler from Bethlehem | Mar 7 Mary and Martha
Nov 23 NO CLASS Mar 14 Zacchaeus
Nov 30 Angels Visit Mar 21 The Last Supper
Dec?7 Mary Visits Elizabeth Mar 28 Resurrection Eggs
Dec 14 Jesus is Born Apr 4 NO CLASS
Dec 21 NO CLASS Apr 11 The Empty Tomb
Dec 28 NO CLASS Apr 18 The Holy Spirit
Jan 4 NO CLASS Apr 25 Last Class

Special Events,

3rd GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION 5th GRADE COMMUNION

Wednesday, October 19 Wednesday, February 15

6:30 pm worship service 6:30 worship/

7:00 Holy Communion
CHILDREN SING

Wednesday, October 26 CHILDREN SING
6:30 pm worship Wednesday, April 13
6:30 pm worship

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Wednesday, December 14
6:30 pm worship service



